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Wednesday Evenings in Advent
December 2, 9, 16, 23

Everyone is invited to share a simple meal
and participate in a program and short service

5:30 - 6:45 pm in the Undercroft

The programs will include a short service with music, PowerPoint presenta-
tions, videos, art work and a handmade craft. Each participant will create
their own Polymer Clay figure under the guidance of Judy King: Mary
(December 2), Joseph (December 9), the creche (December 16), and baby
Jesus (December 23). By the end of the four weeks every participant will
have their own handmade Nativity scene, or creche.

On Christmas Eve all the creches will be displayed at the 5:00 service for the
congregation to see. After the service, you may take your créche home.

The Wednesday Evenings in Advent series is for everyone, young and old
alike! Come with your family, come with your friends.

There will be no childcare for these Wednesday Advent services; they are
intended for all family members.

We hope that you will be able to attend these special Advent events as we
prepare, reflect, and celebrate the birth of baby Jesus and Christ’s presence
among us.

ATTENTION ALTAR GUILD: The Greening of the church for Christmas
will occur on Wednesday, December 23, at 9:00 am. Please call San-
dra Husted at 248-4934 if you have any questions.

There in the hay, with the sheep and the
cows, Baby Jesus was born. Let us
teach our children the gentleness and

petfection of God's gift.

Merry Christmas and Best Wishes
for the New Year!

The Staff and Children of
The Children’s School




Responding to Needs, Act of Faith: How We Can Help...

Kathy Gregg, spouse of Bishop Gregg, and Reid Joyner, the Diocesan Coordinator of Episcopal Relief and Development, have announced
a fund raiser that will take place at the annual Convention in January 2010.

This is an event that invites all of the churches in the Diocese to be involved and to make a difference in the preventable disease of ma-
laria.

A project is being planned for convention that includes everyone in the diocese who would like to create a quality piece of art or craft
and donate it to be sold by Episcopal Relief and Development for the Nets for Life Campaign.

How can we help a hurting planet?

How can we be a welcoming and transforming presence to those who have needs greater than ours?
Once we know the needs of others, what are we to do?

God calls us to a transformation of heart, worldview and action that responds to the need.

Please ponder these concepts:
Episcopal Relief and Development (ERD) provides practical solutions to help a hurting world.
Our Mission in the Diocese of North Carolina is to “be a community of disciples who are making a difference by following Jesus
Christ in the dream of God’s call for us and for all creation.”
Baptismal Covenant: “[with God’s help, | will] seek and serve Christ in all persons and respect the dignity of every human being.”
MDG (Millennium Development Goal) Six: Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other disease

Though easily preventable and treatable, malaria claims one million lives each year, 90 percent of them in Africa. Malaria accounts for
18 percent of deaths among African children, compared to 8 per cent globally.

How can we make a difference?
How can we help a hurting world and make a difference for many human beings?
How can we share generously, cheerfully showing kindness to others?

Any person who would like to donate a work of art or handmade craft is invited to participate in this fundraiser. The items will be sold
at Diocesan Convention in January. The proceeds will be donated to the Diocesan Nets for Life Campaign.

Guidelines:

Donated items must include artist’s name and contact information.

Items must be portable and handmade

Quality is important
Examples: quality crafts, knitted or crocheted items, pottery, hand (or machine) sewn items, matted or framed art photographs
or prints, small wooden items, paintings, woven items

Price the items and bring them to Convention. If you are not coming to Convention, send them with someone who is attending.

Donors should check at ERD sales table at the end of convention.
IF an item has not sold, it will be returned to owner. All items not claimed by the end of convention will be retained by ERD
and used for future fund raisers for ERD, MDG, and Global Missions Outreach

Items will be displayed and sold at Convention from the Episcopal Relief and Development booth.

Proceeds will be donated to Nets for Life Program to prevent Malaria

Artists may receive an in kind donation receipt

Everyone at convention is encouraged to visit ERD’s booth and purchase the offered arts and crafts. Please call or email by December 15
to let us know you will participate in this project.

Reid Joyner  704-554.6359 erd-nc@hotmail.com or

Kathy Gregg  704-942.7542  kgregg002@carolina.rr.com

Those who do not make crafts or art may add their prayers to the effort. Let us focus on Romans 12:13--
“Share your belongings with your needy fellow Christians, and open your homes to strangers.”

We can make a difference both as individuals and as a Diocese in the global fight against Malaria. Many hands and hearts can make a
difference.

Thank you in advance for your contributions and your prayers!

Reid Joyner and Kathy Gregg




Time for Coffee.

Upon graduation from college | took my first job in Spartanburg, SC, and found a place to live in nearby
Greenville, SC. The commute was 25 miles straight up the highway, just enough time for a cup of coffee. With an
infant at home this provided an opportunity for me to clear my thoughts and get ready for the workday, the return trip
allowed me to forget the office stress before arriving home. After a couple years | became a project engineer for a
multi-year project in Chapel Hill, so | moved back home to Lexington and started a new commute. | worked early hours
so traffic was never a problem, a little over an hour each way, enough time for a cup or two of coffee. At this point |
had two young boys and my personal time was even harder to find, again | enjoyed my commute for the personal time
it offered me. After two years the project came to a close, and a new path on I-85S to Charlotte began. Another hour
to drive so there was plenty of time for coffee, and just like the others this was my time.

For the past four years | have been working in Lexington, a five mile commute that does not even allow the
first sip. With older boys involved in school and sports, a wonderful fiancé and two beautiful soon to be step-
daughters | must be efficient with my day. What has become of the time | used to spend driving; has it been
swallowed up by the chaos of the world? Although there were plenty of days that | did not want to make the long
drive, | now realize this drive forced me to separate from the world’s frantic pace. Making time for reflection in this
busy world we live in seems tougher every day, but | have realized that just because my commute has become shorter,
my time should not suffer. So | hope that everyone will make a little time in their busy day to sip the coffee; no matter
how far you drive. You will enjoy it. -Will Blackerby

From the Vestry Person of the Month

Financial Update as of October 31, 2009
October 2009  Year-to-date

Budget $24,475.41 $244,656
Income 27,018.99 *219,109.51
Expenses 26,085.75 243,226.16
Over/ S 933.24 $(24,116.65)
(Under)

*Does not include $8,570.95 in prepaid pledges.

A new year of THE BIBLE WORKBENCH Bible study begins with the season of Advent. Although one can join at anytime, any-
one who has been thinking about joining might want to consider doing it now when it is time to order the new material.

Traditional Bible study assumes that the biblical text is a documentary or a historical record revealing how God has worked in
times past in the lives of others. It is dedicated to the transmission of information that leads to validation and corroboration

of doctrine and dogma. The Bible Workbench, on the other hand, is interactive or transactive. The goal is to use the biblical

text to gain insight into and understanding of your own life.

The method engages rather than uses the text as objective and distant teacher. Through an imaginative and intuitive en-
counter with the text, both in its historical context and eternal and archetypal dimension, you are invited to experience the
text as reality within yourself rather than to analyze it. The Bible Workbench enters into dialogue with the text and the ensu-
ing transformative discourse ponders how the story is happening in the world around you and how it might be an ongoing
event in your life.

The texts used for The Bible Workbench are the lectionary readings of the church calendar. The format involves three ele-
ments: (1) Exploring the Pattern: Themes and Motifs; (2) Critical background; and (3) Parallel Readings. The study can be
done individually or in a group.

The Grace Church group meets on Wednesday afternoons from 1 to 3 p.m. in the Commons Room. If you are interested in
learning more about this, call the church office and Maureen will refer you to someone knowledgeable about the study.

On Sunday, December 6, a sample of the lesson material will be in the Narthex of the church. Please pick up a copy to take
home to read to give you a better idea of the Bible Workbench material.




— From the Rector

Advent was a late addition to the church’s liturgical year. In its earliest form Advent had a distinct “Easter” theme,
despite its placement on the calendar to help people prepare for Christmas.

Over time the role Advent evolved to its current and proper place: Advent gives us a time to anticipate and prepare
for the celebration of Jesus’ birth. Obviously we are swimming upstream — from “black” Friday through Christmas day

people are so busy getting ready that they don’t have time to get ready.

My hope for all of us this Advent season is that we will make time to be still, to be grateful, to spend some time
reflecting on how are lives are shaped by being people of faith. God’s blessing.

Tom E. King

Fellowship Dinner Groups

Fellowship Dinner Groups are a great way to meet and talk with people from Grace
Church. These are people you see in church on Sunday mornings, or church activities, but may not
know very well. Each group will decide how they want their group to work; pot luck meals, or the
host/hostess will provide the food, etc. Some people like to have people gather in their living rooms to
eat and chat together there. Others will have room around their dinning room table for a meal. It
doesn’t matter the “how” it’s done, but the “why” it’s done - to get to know one another.

We will change the groups at the Epiphany Service Supper on Wednesday January 6, 2009.

The groups are formed by drawing names out of a “hat”. Groups of about 10 people will gather to-
gether once a month at a group member’s home for a simple meal, with the main focus on fellowship:
sharing and getting to know one another. By having about 10 people in a group not everyone in a
Fellowship Group will have to host the group in their home if they don’t want to or if they don’t have
room for a large group.

If you are unable to attend the Epiphany service supper but still want to be involved in these
groups email Kathy Johnson kathygracepmc@gmail.com or call the church office, 249-7211 - your
name will be added to the “hat”. We'll let you know which group you are in.

PRAYER LIST

Adkins, Mark Parishioner Mack, Lynn Parishioner

Beeker, Boyd Parishioner Marsh, Polly Jane Grimes’ mother
Blackwell, Madeline Jane’s daughter May, Carol Parishioner

Briggs, Gerald Friend McCarthy, Jennings Pam Daniel’s daughter
Brown, Baylee Parishioner Newber, Anne Parishioner

Cook, Luke
Dressler, Chris
Ferguson, Annette
Hampton, Vaunice
Hodgin, Sue
Kepley-Lee, Becky
Linder, Larry
Logan, James
Long, Suzanne
Lund, Cavelle

Bob & Sandy’s grandson
Parishioner

Friend

Myra Spilman’s sister
Parishioner

Friend

Parishioner

Nancy Mack’s father
Jeff Kaley’s mother
Parishioner

Phillips, Tommy
Philpott, Ben
Poole, Becky
Powell, Cinnie
Senter, Dorlis
Sheets, Suzy
Thomas, Elrene
Wagner, Mike
Younts, Marty

Parishioner
Parishioner

Friend

Rick Mack’s sister
Robin Senter’s mother
Parishioner
Parishioner
Parishioner
Parishioner




Dec 6 Dec 13 Dec 20 Dec 24 Dec 27
Lector 9: Chris Morgan 9: NEEDED 9: Page Onorato 5: Shawn Hodge 9: Julie Dayvault
11: Katherine 11: n/a 11: n/a 11: Jim Nance 11: Pam Harvey
Everhart
Eucharistic  Tad Onorato n/a n/a 5: Clarice Surratt Hugo Hodgin
Minister 11: Staley Nance
Intercessor  Chris Burr n/a n/a 5: Lydia Mack Belvie Gilleland
Acolytes Tori Johnson Coty Burke Andrew Dilley 5: Blythe Riggan Jeff Kaley
Annabell Wolfe Coleman Hayes Alex Franklin Cole Riggan Neusom Parker
Rachel Dilley Emerson Hayes Marshall Hodge Harrison Everhart Josey Parker
11: Harry Philpott
Annabell Wolfe
David Wolfe
Ushers Henry Surratt Larry Linder Richard Wolfe 5: Sims Riggan Louie Cox
John Burke Scott Hoffmann Bill Gilleland Gray Davis Bert May
11: Terry Reynolds
Bill Goodman
Greeters Richard Thomas Linda & Louie Cox Judy King 5:Sandra Husted  Susan Terrell
Jane Grimes Anne Newber Lydia Mack Page Onorato
11: Gray & Mary
Davis
Nursery Vickie Johnson Elizabeth Inabinett Lydia Mack n/a Carolyn Wolfe
Social Hour  Page & Tad Onorato Clarice & Henry Kathie & Bill n/a Debbie & Mike
Surratt Goodman Egan
Lunch Kepley Family Page Onorato Peggy Walser n/a Lisa & Ed
Helpers Timberlake
Flowers Bert & Carol May RB & Martha Ellen Kathy & Russ Marianna Sink Mike & Debbie
Smith Johnson Stoner Egan
Altar Guild Sandra Husted, Rhonda Bralkowski, Stella Cappell, Pam Daniel, Sally Lang, Anne Newber, Sandy Reynolds,

December Ministries Schedule

Mary Matthews

Crisis Ministry Meal—December 7: J2A Youth

Vestry Person of the Month: Will Blackerby

Food Pantry: Hugo Hodgin

Recycling: Kathy Johnson

First Sunday Loose Offering: December 6—Pastor’s Pantry

*If you are unable to serve on the assigned Sunday, please secure a substitute and notify the church office by Wednesday
noon prior to the Sunday you are assigned.

december Birthidavys

December 1 Martha Ellen Smith  December 16 Judy King December 25 Sam Harris
December 1 Jason Hayes December 18 Carol May December 25 Louie Cox
December 5 Mary Matthews December 19 Betsy Guest December 25 Barry Wardle
December 8 Shannon Jones December 20 Owen Miller December 30 Patrick Miller

December 12 Rebecca Moser December 23 Carol Jordan




Study Pilgrimage to Northern
Ireland:
"Practicing Resurrection"

Remember the WAVE women from Ireland
who came to Grace Church one Sunday last
spring? They were on pilgrimage to the
United States and came to share their stories
with us. We now have the opportunity to go
to Ireland on a pilgrimage and visit with those
women as part of the trip. Pat Bailey and Dee
Irwin from the Healing Ground (a retreat
center in Greensboro) along with Mary Ann
and Chris Busch of Greensboro will lead the
pilgrimage. The dates for the trip are August
1- August 14, 2010. The cost is $1995. plus
airfare. The theme of the pilgrimage is
“Practicing Resurrection.” This is what they
have to say about this opportunity:

“There are many opportunities for examining
forgiveness and reconciliation in our lives but
then we are called to practice resurrection.
We will combine time at the retreat house of
Corrymeela at Knocklayd and also journey to
Armagh and be hosted by some of the
women from Wave.”

For more information contact Healing Ground
(www.healingground.org, 336.644.0076) or
contact Bonnie Duckworth
bduckworth@gracechurchlexington.org.

Give a gift of the arts for Christmas!
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Looking for the perfect Christmas gift? The Arts Academy
at Grace begins a new semester in January with music and
visual art classes. Check out the details about our classes
either on the church website or our new Arts Academy
website (www.artsacademyatgrace.org). We would also
be grateful for donations to our scholarship fund which
helps both children and adults in our community that
need assistance with the cost of lessons.

i Free to a good home: David and Belinda Thomas
'have a 10 year-old refrigerator (with ice maker) that
iworks well, and a counter-top range (electric) that

1 need a good home. If you know of someone who

i might be able to use either of these items, please con-
itact David or Belinda at 853-1345.

Tips from the ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP Committee by Sandy Reynolds =™rmeniel Stewardship Commission

Y

r 1 .
= on:
Being GREEN all year round is important, but we should also be environmentally aware g . ve
around the holidays. There is perhaps no time of year where more waste is produced. “‘5
o reclucing our {:ootprint“.

Some suggestions:

1.

N o u ok w N

If and when possible SHOP LOCAL!!

Instead of using metallic or glossy wrapping paper which are toxic when burned, consider using fabric bags or recycled
paper, newspapers, old maps, blueprints, or kid’s artwork that would make colorful and different WRAPPING.

Consider using baskets, flower pots, dishtowels or kitchen containers for “alternative” packaging items.

Use RECHARGEABLE batteries instead of regular ones for kid’s gifts that are battery operated.

Use LED Christmas lights, they reduce energy consumption by 80-90%.

Use FRESH greenery instead of plastic.
Use old Christmas cards for GIFT TAGS.

Remember at all times of the year about 90% of energy used by your WASHING MACHINE goes to heat the water, for

most loads a cold wash will suffice.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL !




Dec 2
Dec 5
Dec7
Dec9
Dec9
Dec 16
Dec 17
Dec 23
Dec 24

Calendar of Events

5:30 pm Wednesday Advent Program in the UC—Week 1
6:00 pm Church Christmas Party at the Homestead

12:00 pm Senior Lady Luncheon

5:30 pm Wednesday Advent Program in the UC—Week 2
6:30 pm Wardens Meeting in the CR

5:30 pm Wednesday Advent Program in the UC—Week 3
7:00 pm Vestry Meeting

5:30 pm Wednesday Advent Program in the UC—Week 4
5:00 pm Christmas Eve Family Service

11:00 pm Eve of the Nativity Service

Contemplative Prayer — every Tuesday noon — 1:00 pm in the Chapel
Bible Workbench Bible Study — Meets every Wednesday 1:00 pm in CR
Midweek Healing Service — every Wednesday at 12:10 pm in the Chapel
Choir Practice—every Wednesday at 7:15 pm in the Choir Room

Outside Groups Using Facilities:

Dec 7 5:30 pm
Habitat for Humanity - UC

Dec 8 7:00 pm
Democratic Women of DC - UC

Dec 10 9:30-11:30am
Charity League

Al-Anon
every Thursday at 8:00 pm - UC




